
May 14, 2009  
 
Chancellor Michael Drake  
University of California, Irvine  
The Office of the Chancellor  
Irvine, CA 92697-1900  
 
Electronically and by Fax  949-824-2087 
 
Dear Chancellor Drake:  
 
As you are aware, the annual Muslim Student Union (MSU) campaign to demonize and 
delegitimize Israel is now taking place on the Irvine campus under the offensive and provocative 
title, Israel: The Politics of Genocide.  
 
Yesterday this campaign featured Amir Abdul Malik Ali in two speeches, one in the afternoon 
and a second one in the evening. You may recall that last year at Irvine, Malik Ali praised the 
terrorist organizations Hamas and Hezbollah, and called for martyrdom and the destruction of 
Israel.  This time, not only did he continue to spew his hateful rhetoric; he went further, clearly 
creating an extremely hostile atmosphere for Jews on the campus.  In the afternoon session, a 
video of which was posted on YouTube, he made a number of anti-Semitic, highly inflammatory 
comments including:  
 
   “The Warsaw Ghetto is exactly what is taking place in Gaza. They are imitating  
   their own oppressor. They have become what they thought they were fighting  
   against. They are now the new Nazis.” 
 
  “Under Rahm Emanuel’s bill called the Hate Prevention Act of 2009 if a Jewish  
  person says 6 million people were killed in the Holocaust, and you say not 6  
  million you will go to jail. That is arrogant because that is like saying that our  
  Holocaust is the only Holocaust. There is no Holocaust like ours. You can   
  criticize any country in the world except the apartheid state of Israel. If this bill  
  passes, we are going to jail. We are headed into a civil disobedience phase. If they 
  actually come out with a bill, pass this bill, and we talk about the apartheid state  
  we need to break their law. All unjust laws must be broken. If the administration  
  tells you to do something that violates your rights, you have to disobey it because  
  it is unjust because the administration will allow you to be controlled by the  
  Zionists.” 
 
   
During his evening presentation at the Crystal Cove Auditorium the rhetoric was perhaps even 
more extreme:  
 

  “These people [Zionists] are Nazis, they are Nazis.  Ain’t no nice Nazis.  Ain’t no 
             cuddly Nazis.  Zionism must be destroyed, every aspect of them….” 
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  “Zionists are the party of Satan.  They operate behind closed doors in silence, they 
  are whisperers.  Satan gives suggestions and withdraws….Let them spew their  
  racist ideology.  It’s a racist mentality.” 
 
  “If Obama wants to do it right [radical restructuring of the economy] he better be  
  ready to die because the Pentagon, the C.I.A. and the Zionists will be upset with  
  him.” 

 
These speeches are fueling the fire of hate that is also on display at the front entrance of your 
campus, where MSU has constructed a huge wall (approximately 50 feet long and 25 feet high) 
with graphic and disturbing photos allegedly of children killed in the recent war in Gaza, a mock 
army tank, and a wall that juxtaposes photos from the Holocaust with those from Gaza.  
 
Comparing the victims of Nazi crimes to those who carried them out diminishes the significance 
and uniqueness of the Holocaust and is an act of blatant hostility toward Jews and Jewish history.  
We understand that the University did require a photo of Anne Frank displayed with a kafiyeh 
around her neck to be covered up, but the rest of the offensive, anti-Semitic photos remain, 
creating an atmosphere of intimidation at the very place that should be most welcoming to all 
students, faculty and guests.  
 
As we have repeatedly advised you and other UCI administrators, programs that are critical of 
Israel are not inherently anti-Semitic and would not give rise to objection by us or other 
supporters of Israel.  But the display and the rhetoric employed and sponsored by MSU clearly 
crosses the line into anti-Semitism.  We call upon you to denounce this hate, unequivocally, in 
the clearest of terms.   
 
We firmly believe that your unwillingness to specifically condemn the anti-Semitic comments 
that were spewed on your campus last year in conjunction with MSU’s activities sent a signal 
that they were acceptable and led to the escalation of hate this year.   In such circumstances, it is 
your responsibility as Chancellor to exercise your own First Amendment rights and use your 
bully pulpit to denounce Amir Abdul Malik Ali by name, to remove the offensive display from 
the entrance of your campus and to restore the integrity of U.C. Irvine as a place that promotes a 
civil, respectful and welcoming academic environment.  There is no legitimate excuse for 
inaction now – enough is enough!  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Kevin O’Grady, Ed.D., Regional Director 
Anti-Defamation League, Orange County/Long Beach 
 
 
 
 Cc: Mark Yudof, President, University of California  
       Richard Blum, Chair, University of California Board of Regents  


